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characteristic of the Government so much stressed by the
opposition, I mean that it is transition Government, does
not correspond with the conceptions of the Government
itself on the point'. Thus Papen, like Schleicher, believed
that he would be in power four years. Snared by this
delusion he may have said to himself that he need not
display his constructive abilities right at the beginning,
because there was plenty of time for that. But before he
could make up his mind what governmental measures to
concentrate on, Schleicher, the very man who had dragged
him from his obscurity, now cast him aside like an outworn
glove.
As a man, Papen was a violent contrast to his predecessor,
Bruning. Whilst Bruning worked ascetically day and night
in service of the State, regardless of his personal needs, Papen
enjoyed his position as a human being too. He blatantly
sunned himself in the glow of the chancellorship, especially
in the period in Lausanne where he was highly honoured
as the representative of the German Reich. Papen's point
of view as Chancellor was that personal enjoyment should
not be neglected. He wished c to spare his nerves * and
was consequently of the opinion that the onus of governing
could be lightly doffed at week-ends and of an evening.
He was therefore on Sundays a very frequent visitor at the
races or sporting clubs, and also patronised freely theatres
and concerts, and was often seen, too, in high society and
at parties.
In the affairs of government his actions, so far as he was
able to interfere, corresponded with his general character.
They were not the result of long deliberation, but were
impulsive and mostly conceived on the whim of the moment.
In consequence, even during his short tenure in office,
the fortuitous and erratic nature of his policy was clearly
recognisable. His secretaries and executives could indeed
modify these elements, and their handling introduced a
certaia adjustment which made the erratic somewhat less
perceptible to the citizen. But his immediate subordinates
were as apt to make a song about this part of their